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nervousness among members of the Northern executive who had
supported my plea for the overhauling of the cars in defiance of
Trotsky's demand to be given them as they stood, and I was being
pressed to speed up the work as much as possible. But nobody
seemed to have any suspicion as yet that anything untoward had
been happening in the Arsenal. I read the Bolshevik newspapers*
reports of Denikin's progress with feverish interest. It was essential
ibr my safety that he should reach Moscow before the time came
for my unmasking and that my existence should be forgotten in
the excitement which the fall of the Bolshevik capital would occasion.
I had tried to safeguard myself a little, however, should it be
necessary.  Some half-dozen cars, a dozen motor-cycles, and a
hundred push-cycles I had saved from our wreckers and passed
over to Paul Kogan, my old colleague at the Military School, and
arranged that he should be given the job of overhauling these in
the repair-shop of the former Russian Baltic works. All the skilled
workmen who were sent to me I transferred to him, and there the
work was done as efficiently as possible. I had a reserve, therefore,
of passable machines from which to draw when a call came in for
a car or cycle which it would have been dangerous not to have met,
At the same time I provided myself with an alibi in preparation
for the attack which sooner or later I should have to meet if Denikin
did not succeed. If Kogan's men could do the work it proved there
was nothing wrong with my scheme. What was wrong with the
Arsenal shop was lack of skill in the men I had been forced to
employ. That was to be my line of defence if the worst came and
I needed one.
In the two months in which our wrecking gang had been busy
Lange and I had engaged in another activity with a view to keeping
ourselves in employment and supplementing our rations. This
was the foundation of a Northern Commune Workers' and Soldiers'
Cycle-Racing Union, The idea had come to us when we were
looking around for some use to put the machines which Kogan was
taking off the scrap-heap, a use naturally which would keep them
under our control, for I have already explained that we were now
perfect bureaucrats and simply hated to see any of our finished work
leave us in case we should find ourselves without our bread-tickets,
The scheme was to provide outdoor amusement for the masses
by organizing cycle and motor-cycle races in Petrograd and other
centres. There was a supplementary argument that the racing and
practising would provide an opportunity of training new riders
for the Red Army, besides assisting generally, of course, in the
stimulation of a popular interest in outdoor sports and physical
fitness, about which some of the Bolshevik leaders were just then